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The Technical and VVocational University in the position of
entrepreneurial university; In search of a transformational scenario®

Reza Mahdi?

Abstract

Promoting entrepreneurial universities is one of the favorable scenarios for the participation of
the higher education system and universities and higher education institutions in the process of
sustainable national development. Technical and Vocational University (TVU), as the largest
technical state university, is an entrepreneurial and society-oriented university that can create
value through co-creative interaction with society. In this research, based on the "Innovative and
Entrepreneurial University Guidance Framework", a product of the European Commission and
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, the level of entrepreneurship of
the Technical and Vocational University and the level of its approximation to the criteria of the
entrepreneurial university have been evaluated using a criteria-based case study method. During
the implementation of the sixth development program, significant achievements and qualitative
leaps have been achieved, such as obtaining the permission of the Educational Planning Council,
transferring the budget line to the higher education department, the independence of the board of
trustees, organizing educational groups, upgrading equipment and accelerating the recruitment of
faculty, within the scope of the university's mission. Despite numerous achievements, the level of
entrepreneurship of this super university has not been evaluated as expected.

Predominance of quantification, lack of faculty, lack of demand-oriented aspects of some fields
and programs, lack of attention to digital transformation, severe lack of financial resources, old
workshop and laboratory equipment, weak interaction with industry and market, weak
international movements, dominance of "political-local approach” over "the professional-national
approach in the expansion and governance of university units, and the lack of supporting
infrastructure are the challenges of this university's entrepreneurial path. To realize the
entrepreneurial university, a medium-term plan with the support of the Parliament, the
government and the Ministry of Science is needed.

Keywords: entrepreneurial university, Technical and Vocational University (TVU), society-
oriented university, Innovative and Entrepreneurial University Guidance Framework, technician
training.

! The article is derived from the approved research project titled Rereading and Describing the Entrepreneurial
University Experience; the comparison of successful and unsuccessful cases in Iran was carried out in 2019-2020 at
the Institute for Social and Cultural Studies (ISCS).
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