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Longitudinal (panel) study of student teachers" attitudes towards
the elements of the teacher training system in Farhangian
University

Hassan Ali Garmabi*
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Abstract

The current research is a longitudinal study about student teachers' perceptions of the
components of the Iranian teacher training system and the teaching profession during their
education. To conduct this longitudinal study, the phenomenological method was used and
data collection was done in two periods of time, upon the arrival of the students and during
their studies. The research community is the incoming student teachers of 2015 Hakim
Ferdowsi Campus of Farhangian University, 22 of whom were randomly selected as a
sample at the beginning of the research, and 18 of them participated in the collection of
information through a panel method during their studies. The research tool is a semi-
structured interview, and validation is done by returning the findings to the participants and
making necessary corrections. Data analysis has been done by qualitative content analysis
and coding method. The findings of the research showed that there is a difference between
the attitude of the students upon their arrival and their attitude during their studies towards
student elements, curriculum, informal curriculum (social culture), equipment and
technology, student housing and welfare, teaching profession and student issues and
problems. And their attitude has changed. But in the element of employees, the fulfillment
of expectations is done to a large extent, and in the element of professors (instructors), the
degree of fulfillment of expectations is moderate. In addition to the difference between
initial perceptions and perceptions after lived experience, the themes and categories
extracted from some changes in the attitude of student teachers are also significant, and it
seems necessary to address them in decision-making and various planning of the Iranian
teacher training system.

Keywords: longitudinal study, attitude, educational system, teacher training, teacher student
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