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Blessed be the day of the lovers' union,
Blessed be those days, blessed be! *

Hafez

On January 28, 2025, the fields of culture, literature, and comparative studies lost one of their
most influential thinkers at the age of 102. L& Thanh Khdi was a teacher-researcher in
educational sciences, an economist, historian, cultural and literary educator, photographer, and
poet. He was also one of the most renowned theorists in the field of comparative education.

His works reflect the depth and richness of his thought and practice, in which art, culture,
aesthetics, and a profound respect for humanity and nature are ever-present. A professor at the
University of René Descartes—Sorbonne, L& Thanh Khdi was among the few intellectuals with
deep knowledge of the cultures of people from all corners of the world—from North and South
America to the Middle East, Africa, and Southeast Asia, especially China and Japan, and, of
course, his homeland, Vietnam.

In 1955, he published the first comprehensive synthesis of Vietnam’s thousand-year history, a
work that has since been republished many times. As Ibn Khaldun wrote in his introduction:
“Research is the unmasking of the face of truth.” Lé Thanh Khoi dedicated his life to uncovering
the layers of truth embedded in the cultures and civilizations of diverse peoples around the word.
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Pierre-Louis Gauthier, « L& Thanh Khéi, Education et civilisations, tome 2: Genéses du monde
contemporain », Revue internationale d’éducation de Sevres, 29 | 2002, 26-28.
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