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Abstract

Objective: The aim of the present research was to understand the nature and factors
shaping the relationships and interactions of different generations of students.

Method: To achieve this goal, a qualitative approach and phenomenological method were
used. To obtain information, twenty-five students and graduates were interviewed in two
semi-structured and open forms, and three group discussions were conducted in groups of
three to five. The findings were classified into five categories: student generations
characteristics before entering the university, characteristics of students in different courses
and generations, experiences of life in the university and changes in attitudes therein, and
finally the position of the university. In terms of content, the situation of students with the
school background and social environment, the changing atmosphere of culture and society,
and the evolving flow of the university were considered and paid attention to in components
such as the feeling of belonging to the school and university, levels of interactions,
employment prospects, hope for the future, individualism and collectivism, and continuity
and discontinuity with culture and society.

Results: The results can be drawn as follows: over time, the university has lost its classic
position under the influence of external changes (economy, society, and school) and internal
changes (changes in the specific tasks of the university and the mental and attitudinal changes
of students), and this has affected the form and content of student relationships and
interactions, their preferences, the feeling of belonging to the university, and the functioning
of student communities.

Conclusion: The most important thing in recent years is academic burnout, lack of
motivation in learning formal programs, and the growing trend of feeling of failure. As a
result, students have been led to activities and learning outside the university in order to get
rid of compulsory styles and be more prepared for employment. In addition to having a
profound impact on students' selective behavior and their response to the needs of new
lifestyles, these changes mean that "learning space with utility”, "learning interactions with
leisure space” and "learning style with lifestyle™ of students are increasingly close. Also, the
personalization of students' learning for life in society and the fluid and unstable labor market
is something that the university and its programs are not able or prepared to respond to.

Keywords: student generations, relationships and interactions, pre-university
characteristics, university specific tasks, mental and attitudinal changes
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