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Pathology of higher education policy making in Iran

Amir Rajaee’

Abstract

Purpose: Today, higher education plays an important role for countries in achieving sustainable
growth and development. Therefore, addressing higher education issues is very important. Among the
issues facing the country's higher education, we can mention the problems of its policy making.
Therefore, the aim of the current research is to identify the problems of higher education policy
making in Iran.

Methodology: To achieve the goal of the research, qualitative approach and documentary study
method as well as phenomenological method were used through semi-structured interview tool. In this
way, the data were collected from the published texts of experts about the harms of higher education
policy and also from the implemented texts of the interviews conducted with experts until reaching
theoretical saturation. Then, the collected data were analyzed by thematic content analysis method and
classified into three general categories of structural problems, process problems and problems related
to contextual characteristics.

Findings: The findings indicated that the macro-process problems of the country's higher
education policy-making include "the lack of scientific and practical requirements of the policy-
making process” and "weakness in the proper implementation of written policies”. Also, the macro-
structural problems of the country's higher education policymaking include "weakness to meet the
requirements needed for the proper implementation of the centralized administration system™ and
"inefficiency and low effectiveness of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution”. Major
problems related to the contextual characteristics of higher education policymaking in the country also
include "unfavorability of contextual characteristics for policymaking on higher education issues",
"cultural inefficiency of universities in building a normative system and in producing science and
providing its requirements” and "incorrect understanding of the phenomenon of Science and
Technology and the phenomenon of Higher Education and not reaching a consensus on them. At the
end, some suggestions were made to eliminate or minimize these problems along with a set of policy
recommendations.

Discussion and Conclusion: Improving the "higher education policy making of the country"
requires providing the ground for the preparation of legal, political, economic, technological, cultural
and social factors related to "it". In this regard, following the policy recommendations presented in
this research can be fruitful.

Keywords: pathology, policy making, higher education, university, scientific institution
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