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Comparison of strategic planning documents in selected public
universities of the country

Mohammad Yamani Douzi Sorkhabi, Akbar Goldasteh, Moloud Mohammadi Moein, Hamid khosravi

Abstract :The purpose of this study is to compare the official documents of strategic planning in
selected public universities of the country in order to answer these two main questions: what are the
differences and similarities between the formal and content elements of strategic planning documents of
the selected public universities? Is there a unique design in these documents that fits the specific
characteristics of their intended university? The research uses a mixed method. In the qualitative section,
the content analysis method was used to review and analyze university documents and patterns, and the
guantitative method (descriptive statistics) was used to examine the matrix of differences and similarities
between program documents and existing planning patterns. The sample universities were 10 including
Shahid Beheshti, Tabriz, Kharazmi, Semnan, Shiraz, Amir Kabir Industrial, Isfahan Industrial, Sharif
Industrial, Kashan and Mazandaran university. The selected strategic planning models were 11 including
Mintzberg, Barker & Smith, Johnson, Nostridge, New Orleans, University Association, Claire, Cleland
and King, Steiner, Wisconsin, Kaufman, and Herman model. The findings show that in examining the
documents, there are different differences between the content elements of the mentioned universities,
while in terms of examining the formal elements, there are many similarities between them. And this
trend is also true for selected planning patterns. Therefore, it is concluded that none of the surveyed
universities, especially in terms of content elements, have designed a specific model for their university,
but have adapted them. And this adaptability can challenge the success of universities in enforcing
regulatory program documents.

key words: strategic planning documents, strategic planning models, higher education planning,
comparative study, selected public universities.
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